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BRIMFIELD CONSERVATION COMMISSION

MEETING TUESDAY 9/25/2012 @ 7:00 PM
Members Present: Ian Lynch, Matt Toth, Roger deBruyn, Joe Collins
Meeting Opens: 7:18 PM – Ian Lynch
7:18 PM Public Inquiry: Wes Lucier – Farming & Trapping Old Palmer Rd
Wes Lucier attended the meeting tonight to address the commission of two separate issues: 1) farming on his land and 2) beaver eradication.  Mr. Lucier plans to clear 14 acres of his property bordering Old Palmer Rd and Route 20 in order to make the land suitable for crop growth next spring.  BCC informed Mr. Lucier anything he wishes to do outside of the 200’ riverfront zone and the 100’ wetland buffer zone does not need a permit.  If Mr. Lucier wishes to farm within the buffer zone an agricultural exemption could be permitted; but not until the wetland boundaries of the property are delineated and a plan is submitted to BCC for review.

In regards to beaver trapping, BCC informed Mr. Lucier it is illegal to trap a beaver without a state trapping permit issued by the Department of Fish and Game.  BCC also informed Mr. Lucier that it is also illegal to personally remove a beaver dam without DFG approval.  Mr. Lucier stated he believes beavers are rodents and should be eliminated.  He believes the beavers have altered the landscape and is concerned about the implications of the new beaver habitats in relations to his land.  Since the beavers have arrived, the stream has become a pond and Mr. Lucier believes that is unnatural.  He desires to base the boundaries of the land on the stream configuration before the beavers dammed the stream.  Since beaver trapping is out of our jurisdiction, Mr. Lucier was referred to the Mass Department of Fish and Game for further guidance.

Due to the limited time allotted for his inquiry, Mr. Lucier requested he be added to the agenda for the next meeting.  Mr. Lucier will be scheduled for a follow up public inquiry on Tuesday October 9, 2012 at 8:45 PM.
Finally, Mr. Lucier raised concerns about news paper notices for meetings and hearings being posted in the Southbridge Evening News and not the Palmer Journal.  Mr. Lucier was informed this is because the Southbridge Evening News is a daily paper and the Palmer Journal is only weekly.  BCC informed Mr. Lucier that if he wished to additionally post a notice of a meeting/hearing in the Palmer Journal he could; but he would also be required to pay for the add in the Southbridge Evening News.

7:48 PM Public Inquiry: DEP # 117-0274 Dolan Corp/Christopher Ferris – Lot 3Brookfield Rd
Mr. Ferris attended tonight’s meeting to inform BCC that his replication work has been mostly completed.  He has completed the required the 3,500 square feet of wetlands replication and restored the natural grade of the wetlands, installed the three culverts required by the OOC and cut the curb and laid the drive way.  Mr. Ferris still needs to re-enforce the driveway with the rip-rap present on the site.
Roger deBruyn informed the commission that the replication was comprehensive & well done and was at least completed at a 1:1 ratio, if not more.  He recommended a site visit to confirm the state of replication and allow Mr. Ferris to continue construction of his home.
A site visit was scheduled for Saturday September 29, 2012 at 9:30 AM.  The purpose of this site visit will be to determine the status of the wetlands replication, the stabilization of the crossings, and the degree of revegetation in the wetlands.
8:00 PM Public Inquiry: Clyde Thompson Home Construction – 9 Fifth Street
Mr. Thompson attended tonight’s meeting to deliver a completed NOI to the BCC.  Mr. Thompson also requested to be added to the agenda for the next meeting.  Mr. Thompson supplied BCC with an NOI with plans to remodel his existing house and redo the septic system.  The house will have a 12 foot addition onto the back (away from Little Alum Pond) and the new septic system will be located at the site of the old one.  The existing leach field will still be used.  A hearing was scheduled for Tuesday October 9, 2012 at 8PM.  BCC requested Mr. Thompson contact his representative and see if a digital copy of the plans is available.  With the digital plans the commissioners can make a site visit before the meeting to familiarize themselves with the project.
8:14 PM NOI: DEP # 117-0322 Alan & Molly Harwood Home Construction – 46 First Street
The hardwoods have still not received approval from the ZBA.

Motion made by Matt Toth to continue the hearing until 7:30 PM on Tuesday October 9, 2012
Motion seconded by Joe Collins
No further discussion – vote taken – 4 yes 0 no 0 abstain

Motion Carries
8:16 PM RDA Meeting: Brimfield Trail Committee – Community Trail behind Town Annex
There will be a site visit with Tim McKenna of the DEP on Thursday September 27, 2012 at 10am.

Motion made by Matt Toth to continue the hearing until 7:45 PM on Tuesday October 9, 2012
Motion seconded by Joe Collins
No further discussion – vote taken – 4 yes 0 no 0 abstain

Motion Carries
8:21 PM NOI Hearing: River Rock Farm – 81 Five Bridge Rd
There is still no DEP # issued for this project.

Motion made by Matt Toth to continue the hearing until 8:00 PM on Tuesday October 9, 2012
Motion seconded by Joe Collins
No further discussion – vote taken – 4 yes 0 no 0 abstain

Motion Carries
8:22 PM Sign Payroll   

Motion made by Roger deBruyn to sign payable voucher for Angela Panaccione in the amount of $472.50 for 30 hours.  $315.00 from account 01-0171-5114 and $157.50 from account 14-0171-4382 for the pay period of 9/23/2012 to 10/06/2012.  

Motion seconded by Matt Toth
No further discussion – vote taken – 4yes 0 no 0 abstain

Motion Carries
8:24 PM Sign Payable Voucher: MACC $28.00

Motion made by Matt Toth to sign the payable voucher to MACC in the amount of $28.00 for the purchase of the “Massachusetts Runoff, Erosion & Sediment Control Field Guide”

Motion seconded by Joe Collins
No further discussion – vote taken – 4 yes 0 no 0 abstain

Motion Carries

8:26 PM Review Mail: Heart-O-The-Mart Tree Removal
BCC received a letter today, Tuesday 9/25/2012, from Heat-O-The-Mart informing the commission they will be doing tree removal this fall in the area by the brook.  Plans include the removal of two large dying birch trees, the clearing of brush growing into the brook, removing grape vines constricting plant growth and the filling of holes formed by uprooted trees during the tornado.  The filling will be along the Mill Lane side of the pond.  Angela needs to see if there is a current file for the property (open OOC) and will request a site visit to view the area for work.  Angela will inform Heart-O-The-Mart that no work is to be completed until BCC can check the area out.  If there are no open orders, Heart-O-The-Mart may need to file an NOI.
8:38 PM Administrative Discussion: Bylaws
It has been discussed previously at meetings to establish a working group to develop conservation/wetland bylaws for the Town of Brimfield.  A bylaw working group is scheduled for 4 PM on Wednesday October 14, 2012 at the Sturbridge Coffee House.  This will be a brainstorm/visioning session to identify areas of the WPA that are lacking.  Examples include: RDA/COC fees, site plan requirements, area of protection, site visit protocols, and anything else.  Angela will bring copies of the current draft Bylaws.  Commissioners are requested to bring some ideas to the table.
8:41 PM Violation: Richard Cayer - 59/61 Haynes Hill Road  
A To-do list was developed between EBT and the BCC on Tuesday September 11, which included:

1. Send a schedule of work, including the planting cycle and what is to be planted.
2. Send a brief narrative of restoration
3. Fix the silt fence and reinforce with straw bales
We have received the narrative, schedule and revised restoration plan.  A site visit of the area showed restoration is in progress, but not completed as of yet.  The silt fence was not enforced at the site visit, but EBT said they would take care of it soon.  Commissioners will drive by to see if the fence had been stabilized.  As of now we are waiting on a request to amend the OOC.
Meeting adjourned 8:45 PM –
Motion made by Matt Toth to adjourn at 8:45 PM

Motion was seconded by Joe Collins
No further discussion – vote taken – 4 yes 0 no 0 abstain

Motion Carries

Sincerely Submitted

Angela Panaccione, BCC Administrator
Salisbury Annex Bld.
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